CPT Paris D. Davis

Special Forces

Captain Paris D. Davis, Commander, Detachment A-321, 5th Special Forces Group
(Airborne), 1st Special Forces, distinguished himself by acts of gallantry and intre-
pidity above and beyond the call of duty while serving as an advisor to the 883d
Regional Force Company, Army of the Republic of Vietnam, during combat opera-
tions against an armed enemy in the vicinity of Bong Son, Republic of Vietnam,
on June 17-18, 1965.

Captain Davis and three other U.S. Special Forces advisors accompanied the Viet-
namese 883d Regional Force Company on its first combat mission, a daring night-
time raid against a Viet Cong Regional Headquarters housing a superior enemy
force. Captain Davis’ advice and leadership allowed the company to gain the tactical
advantage, allowing it to surprise the unsuspecting enemy force and kill approx-
imately 100 enemy soldiers. While returning from the successful raid, the Region-
al Force Company was ambushed and sustained several casualties. Captain Davis
constantly exposed himself to hostile small arms fire to rally the inexperienced and
disorganized company. He expertly directed both artillery and small arms fire, en-
abling other elements of the company to reach his position. Although wounded in
the leg, he aided in the evacuation of other wounded men of his unit, but refused
medical evacuation himself. Following the arrival of air support, Captain Davis di-
rected artillery fire within 30 meters of his own position in an attempt to halt the
enemy’s advance. Then, with complete disregard for his own life, he braved intense
enemy fire to cross an open field to rescue his seriously wounded and immobilized
team sergeant.

While carrying the sergeant up a hill to a position of relative safety, Captain Da-
vis was again wounded by enemy fire. Despite two painful wounds, Captain Davis
again refused medical evacuation, remained with the troops, fought bravely, and
provided pivotal leadership and inspiration to the Regional Force Company as they
repelled several Viet Cong assaults on their position over a period of several hours.
When friendly reinforcements finally arrived, Captain Davis again refused medi-
cal evacuation until he had recovered a U.S. advisor under his command who had
been wounded during the initial ambush and presumed dead. While personally re-
covering the wounded soldier he found him severely wounded but still clinging to
life. Captain Davis directed the helicopter extraction of his wounded colleague, not
leaving the battlefield himself until after all friendly forces were recovered or
medically evacuated.

Captain Davis’ heroism and selflessness, above and beyond the call of duty at the
risk of his own life, are in keeping with the highest traditions of military service and
reflect great credit upon himself, his unit, and the United States Army.



SSG Drew Dix

Special Forces

Staff Sergeant Drew D. Dix, United States Army, distinguished himself by excep-
tional heroism on 31 January and 1 February 1968 while serving as a unit advisor in
Chau Phu, Chau Doc Province, Republic of Vietnam.

Two heavily armed Viet Cong battalions attacked the province capital city of Chau
Phu on 31 January 1968, resulting in the complete breakdown and fragmentation
of the defenses of the city. Sergeant Dix, with a patrol of Vietnamese soldiers, was
recalled to assist in the defense of Chau Phu.

Learning that a nurse was trapped in a house near the center of the city, Sergeant
Dix organized a relief force, successfully rescued the nurse, and returned her to the
safety of the Tactical Operations Center. Being informed of other trapped civilians
within the city, Sergeant Dix voluntarily led another force to rescue eight civilian
employees located in a building which was under heavy mortar and small arms fire.
Sergeant Dix then returned to the center of the city.

Upon approaching a building, he was subjected to intense automatic rifle and
machinegun fire from an unknown number of Viet Cong. He personally assaulted
the building, killing six Viet Cong and rescuing two Filipinos. The following day Ser-
geant Dix, still of his own volition, assembled a 20-man force and though under in-
tense enemy fire cleared the Viet Cong out of the hotel, theater, and other adjacent
buildings within the city.

During this portion of the attack, Army of the Republic of Vietham soldiers, inspired
by the heroism and success of Sergeant Dix, rallied and commenced firing upon the
Viet Cong. Sergeant Dix captured 20 prisoners, including a high-ranking Viet Cong
official. He then attacked enemy troops who had entered the residence of the Deputy
Province Chief and was successful in rescuing that official’s wife and children.

Sergeant Dix’s personal heroic actions resulted in 14 confirmed Viet Cong killed in
action and possibly 25 more, the capture of 20 prisoners and 15 weapons, and the
rescue of 14 United States and free world civilians. The heroism of Sergeant Dix is in
the highest tradition and reflects great credit upon the United States Army.




CPT Roger Donlan

Special Forces

Captain Roger H.C. Donlon, Infantry, United States Army, distinguished himself by
conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his own life above and beyond the
call of duty while defending a United States military installation against a fierce at-
tack by hostile forces on 6 July 1964, near Nam Dong, Republic of Vietham.

Captain Donlon was serving as the Commanding Officer of the United States Army
Special Forces Detachment A-726 at Camp Nam Dong when a reinforced Viet Cong
battalion suddenly launched a full-scale, predawn attack on the Camp.

During the violent battle that ensued, lasting 5 hours and resulting in heavy casual-
ties on both sides, Captain Donlon directed the defense operations in the midst of an
enemy barrage of mortar shells, falling grenades, and extremely heavy gunfire. Upon
the initial onslaught, he swiftly marshaled his forces and ordered the removal of the
needed ammunition from a blazing building. He then dashed through a hail of small
arms and exploding hand grenades to abort a breach of the main gate.

En route to this position he detected an enemy demolition team of three in the
proximity of the main gate and quickly annihilated them. Although exposed to the in-
tense grenade attack, he then succeeded in reaching a 60mm mortar position despite
sustaining a severe stomach wound as he was within 5 yards of the gunpit. When he
discovered that most of the men in this gunpit were also wounded, he completely dis-
regarded his own injury, directed their withdrawal to a location 30 meters away, and
again risked his own life by remaining behind and covering the movement with the
utmost effectiveness.

Noticing that his team sergeant was unable to evacuate the gunpit, he crawled to-
ward him and, while dragging the fallen soldier out of the gunpit, an enemy mortar
exploded and inflicted a wound in Captain Donlon’s left shoulder. Although suffering
from multiple wounds, he carried the abandoned 60mm mortar weapon to a new lo-
cation 30 meters away where he found three wounded defenders.

After administering first aid and encouragement to these men, he left the weapon
with them, headed toward another position, and retrieved a 57mm recoilless rifle.
Then with great courage and coolness under fire, he returned to the abandoned gun-
pit, evacuated ammunition for the two weapons and, while crawling and dragging
the urgently needed ammunition, received a third wound on his leg by an enemy
hand grenade.

Despite his critical physical condition, he again crawled 175 meters to an 81mm
mortar position and directed firing operations which protected the seriously threat-
ened east sector of the Camp. He then moved to an eastern 60mm mortar position
and upon determining that the vicious enemy assault had weakened, crawled back
to the gunpit with the 60mm mortar, set it up for defensive operations, and turned it
over to two defenders with minor wounds.

Without hesitation, he left this sheltered position and moved from position to po-
sition around the beleaguered perimeter while hurling hand grenades at the enemy
and inspiring his men to superhuman effort. As he bravely continued to move around
the perimeter, a mortar shell exploded, wounding him in the face and body.

As the long awaited daylight brought defeat to the enemy forces and their retreat
back to the jungle leaving behind fifty-four of their dead, many weapons, and gre-
nades, Captain Donlon immediately reorganized his defenses and administered first
aid to the wounded. His dynamic leadership, fortitude, and valiant efforts inspired
not only the American personnel but the friendly Vietnamese defenders as well and
resulted in the successful defense of the Camp.

Captain Donlon’s conspicuous gallantry, extraordinary heroism, and intrepidity at
the risk of his own life above and beyond the call of duty are in the highest traditions
of the United States Army and reflect great credit upon himself and the Armed Forces
of his country.
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MAJ John Duffy

Special Forces

Maj. John J. Duffy distinguished himself by acts of gallantry and intrepidity above and
beyond the call of duty, while assigned to the 5th Special Forces Group and serving as
a senior advisor to the 11th Airborne Battalion, 2nd Brigade, Airborne Division, Army
of the Republic of Vietnam in the Republic of Vietham, on April 14-15, 1972.

Two days earlier, the commander of the 11th Airborne Battalion was killed, the
battalion command post was destroyed, and Duffy was twice wounded but refused
to be evacuated. Then on April 14, Duffy directed the defense of Fire Support Base
Charlie, which was surrounded by a battalion-sized enemy element.

In the morning hours, after a failed effort to establish a landing zone for resupply
aircraft, he moved close to enemy anti-aircraft positions to call in airstrikes. At this
time, Duffy was again wounded by fragments from a recoilless rifle round and again
refused evacuation.

Shortly after, the enemy began an artillery bombardment on the base and he
remained in an exposed position to direct gunships onto the enemy positions,
which eventually silenced the enemy fire.

Following the bombardment, Duffy assessed the conditions on the base and
personally ensured that wounded friendly foreign forces were moved to positions
of relative safety and the remaining ammunition was appropriately distributed to
the remaining defenders.

The enemy resumed indirect fire on the base, expending an estimated 300
rounds. Nevertheless, Duffy remained in an exposed position to direct gunship
fire on the enemy positions.

In the late afternoon hours, the enemy began a ground assault from all sides of
the firebase, and Duffy moved from position to position to adjust fire, spot targets
for artillery observers and, ultimately, to direct gunship fire on a friendly position
which had been compromised.

During the early morning hours of April 15, the enemy ambushed the battalion,
inflicting additional casualties and scattering some of the able-bodied service
members. After withstanding the ambush, Duffy led the evacuees - many of whom
were significantly wounded - to an established evacuation area, despite being
continually pursued by the enemy.

Upon reaching the exfiltration site, Duffy directed gunship fire on enemy posi-
tions and marked a landing zone for the helicopters. Only after ensuring all of the
evacuees were aboard, did Duffy board while also assisting a wounded friendly
foreign service member. Once on board, he administered aid to a helicopter door
gunner who had been wounded during the evacuation.

Duffy’s extraordinary heroism and selflessness beyond the call of duty were in
keeping with the highest traditions of military service and reflect great credit upon
himself, his unit and the United States Army.




MSG Gary Gordon

Special Forces

Master Sergeant Gary |. Gordon, United States Army, distinguished himself by
actions above and beyond the call of duty on 3 October 1993, while serving as
Sniper Team Leader, United States Army Special Operations Command with Task
Force Ranger in Mogadishu, Somalia.

Master Sergeant Gordon'’s sniper team provided precision fires from the lead
helicopter during an assault, and at two helicopter crash sites, while subjected to
intense automatic weapons and rocket propelled grenade fires. When Master Ser-
geant Gordon learned that ground forces were not immediately available to secure
the second crash site, he and another sniper unhesitatingly volunteered to be
inserted to protect the four critically wounded personnel, despite being well
aware of the growing number of enemy personnel closing in on the site.

After his third request to be inserted, Master Sergeant Gordon received permission
to perform his volunteer mission. When debris and enemy ground fires at the site
caused them to abort the first attempt, Master Sergeant Gordon was inserted one
hundred meters south of the crash site.

Equipped with only his sniper rifle and a pistol, Master Sergeant Gordon and
his fellow sniper, while under intense small arms fire from the enemy, fought their
way through a dense maze of shanties and shacks to reach the critically injured
crew members.

Master Sergeant Gordon immediately pulled the pilot and the other crew members
from the aircraft, establishing a perimeter which placed him and his fellow sniper in the
most vulnerable position. Master Sergeant Gordon used his long range rifle and side
arm to kill an undetermined number of attackers until he depleted his ammunition.

Master Sergeant Gordon then went back to the wreckage, recovering some of the
crew’s weapons and ammunition. Despite the fact that he was critically low on ammu-
nition he provided some of it to the dazed pilot and then radioed for help. Master
Sergeant Gordon continued to travel the perimeter, protecting the downed crew.

After his team member was fatally wounded, and his own rifle ammunition
exhausted, Master Sergeant Gordon returned to the wreckage, recovering a
rifle with the last five rounds of ammunition and gave it to the pilot with the words
“good luck.” Then, armed only with his pistol, Master Sergeant Gordon continued
to fight until he was fatally wounded.

His actions saved the pilot’s life. Master Sergeant Gordon’s extraordinary heroism
and devotion to duty were in keeping with the highest standards of military service,
and reflect great credit on himself, his unit and the United States Army.




1LT Loren Hagen

Special Forces

First Lieutenant Loren D. Hagen, Infantry, United States Army Vietham Training Ad-
visory Group, distinguished himself in action in the Republic of Vietnam on August
7, 1971 while serving as the team leader of a small reconnaissance team operating
deep within enemyheld territory. At approximately 0630 hours on the morning of
August 7, 1971 the small team came under a fierce assault by a superior-sized enemy
force using heavy small arms, automatic weapons, mortar, and rocket fire.

Lieutenant Hagen immediately began returning small arms fire upon the attackers
and successfully led his team in repelling the first enemy onslaught. He then quickly
deployed his men into more strategic defensive locations before the enemy struck
again in an attempt to overrun and annihilate the beleaguered team’s members.

Lieutenant Hagen repeatedly exposed himself to the enemy fire directed at him as
he constantly moved about the team’s perimeter, directing fire, rallying the members,
and resupplying the team with ammunition, while courageously returning small arms
and hand grenade fire in a valorous attempt to repel the advancing enemy force. The
courageous actions and expert leadership abilities of Lieutenant Hagen were a great
source of inspiration and instilled confidence in the team members.

After observing an enemy rocket make a direct hit on and destroy one of the
team’s bunkers, Lieutenant Hagen moved toward the wrecked bunker in a search
for team members despite the fact that the enemy force now controlled the bunker
area. With total disregard for his own personal safety, he crawled through the ene-
my fire while returning small arms fire upon the enemy force. Undaunted by the en-
emy rockets and grenades impacting all around him, Lieutenant Hagen desperately
advanced upon the destroyed bunker until he was fatally wounded by enemy smalli
arms and automatic weapons fire.

With complete disregard for his personal safety, Lieutenant Hagen’s courageous
actions, high degree of professionalism and untiring efforts were a great inspiration
to the entire team throughout the fierce battle. His gallant actions in the face
of such overwhelming odds proved to be of inestimable value to his team.

First Lieutenant Hagen’s conspicuous gallantry, extraordinary heroism, and intre-
pidity above and beyond the call of duty, at the cost of his own life, were in keeping
with the highest traditions of the military service and reflect great credit upon him
and the United States Army.




MSG Charles Hosking, Jr.

Special Forces

Master Sergeant Charles E. Hosking, Jr. (then Sergeant First Class), United States Army,
Detachment A-302, Company A, 5th Special Forces Group (Airborne), 1st Special Forc-
es, greatly distinguished himself on 21 March 1967 while serving as Company Advisor
in the lll Corps Civilian Irregular Defense Group Reaction Battalion during combat
operations in Don Luan District, Phuoc Long Province, Republic of Vietnam.

A Viet Cong suspect was apprehended and subsequently identified as a Viet Cong
sniper. While Sergeant Hosking was preparing the enemy for movement back to the
base camp, the prisoner suddenly grabbed a hand grenade from Sergeant Hosk-
ing’s belt, armed the grenade, and started running towards the Company Command
Group, which consisted of two Americans and two Viethamese who were standing a
few feet away.

Instantly realizing that the enemy intended to kill the other men, Sergeant Hosk-
ing immediately leaped upon the Viet Cong'’s back. With utter disregard for his
own personal safety, he grasped the Viet Cong in a“Bear Hug,” forcing the grenade
against the enemy soldier’s chest.

He then wrestled the Viet Cong to the ground and covered the enemy’s body with
his own until the grenade detonated. The blast instantly killed both Sergeant Hosk-
ing and the Viet Cong. By absorbing the full force of the exploding grenade with
his own body and that of the enemy, he saved the other members of his command
group from death or serious injury.

Sergeant Hosking’s conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life
above and beyond the call of duty are in the highest traditions of the United States
Army and reflect great credit upon himself and the armed forces of his country.




1LT Robert Howard

Special Forces

First Lieutenant (then Sergeant First Class) Robert L. Howard, 5th Special Forces
Group (Airborne), 1st Special Forces, distinguished himself on 30 December 1968
while serving as platoon sergeant of an American-Vietnamese platoon which was
on a mission to rescue a missing American soldier in enemy-controlled territory in
the Republic of Vietnam.

The platoon had left its helicopter landing zone and was moving out on its mission
when it was attacked by an estimated two-company force. During the initial engagement,
Lieutenant Howard was wounded and his weapon destroyed by a grenade explosion.

Lieutenant Howard saw that his platoon leader had been wounded seriously and
was exposed to enemy fire. Although unable to walk and weaponless, Lieutenant
Howard unhesitatingly crawled through a hail of fire to retrieve his wounded leader.
As Lieutenant Howard was administering first aid and removing the officer’s equip-
ment, an enemy bullet struck one of the ammunition pouches on the lieutenant’s
belt, detonating several magazines of ammunition.

Lieutenant Howard momentarily sought cover and then realizing that he must
rejoin the platoon which had been disorganized by the enemy attack, he again
began dragging the seriously wounded officer toward the platoon area. Through
his outstanding example of indomitable courage and bravery, Lieutenant Howard
was able to rally the platoon into an organized defense force.

With complete disregard for his own safety, Lieutenant Howard crawled from po-
sition to position, administering first aid to the wounded, giving encouragement to
the defenders and directing their fires on the encircling enemy. For three and one-
half hours Lieutenant Howard'’s small force and supporting aircraft successfully
repulsed enemy attacks and finally were in sufficient control to permit the landing
of rescue helicopters.

Lieutenant Howard personally supervised the loading of his men and did not leave
the bullet-swept landing zone until all were aboard safely. Lieutenant Howard’s con-
spicuous gallantry in action, his complete devotion to the welfare of his men and his
intrepidity at the risk of his own life were in keeping with the highest traditions of the
military service and reflect great credit on him, his unit, and the United States Army.
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