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Special Forces
Specialist Five John J. Kedenburg, United States Army, Command and Control  
Detachment North, Forward Operating Base 2, 5th Special Forces Group (Airborne), 
1st Special Forces, distinguished himself by conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in 
the Republic of Vietnam on 13 June 1968, while serving as advisor to a long-range 
reconnaissance team of South Vietnamese irregular troops.

The team’s mission was to conduct counterguerilla operations deep within ene-
my-held territory. Prior to reaching the day’s objective, the team was attacked and 
encircled by a battalion-size North Vietnamese Army force. Specialist Kedenburg 
assumed immediate command of the team which succeeded, after a fierce fight, in 
breaking out of the encirclement.

As the team moved through thick jungle to a position from which it could be  
extracted by helicopter, Specialist Kedenburg conducted a gallant rear guard fight 
against the pursuing enemy and called for tactical air support and rescue helicop-
ters. His withering fire against the enemy permitted the team to reach a preselected 
landing zone with the loss of only one man who was unaccounted for.

Once in the landing zone, Specialist Kedenburg deployed the team into a perime-
ter defense against the numerically superior enemy force. When tactical air support 
arrived, he skillfully directed air strikes against the enemy, suppressing their fire 
so that helicopters could hover over the area, and drop slings to be used in the ex-
traction of the team.

After half of the team was extracted by helicopter, Specialist Kedenburg and the 
remaining three members of the team harnessed themselves to the sling on a sec-
ond hovering helicopter. Just as the helicopter was to lift them out of the area, the 
South Vietnamese team member who had been unaccounted for after the initial 
encounter with the enemy appeared in the landing zone.

Specialist Kedenburg unhesitatingly gave up his place in the sling to the man and 
directed the helicopter pilot to leave the area. He then continued to engage the  
enemy who were swarming into the landing zone, killing six enemy soldiers before 
he was overpowered.

Specialist Kedenburg’s inspiring leadership, consummate courage and willing 
self-sacrifice permitted his small team in to inflict heavy casualties on the enemy 
and escape almost certain annihilation. His actions reflect great credit upon himself 
and the United States Army.



1LT Jack L. Knight
Rangers

First Lieutenant Jack L. Knight, Cavalry, Army of the United States, near Loi Kang, 
Burma, on 2 February 1945, led his cavalry troop against a heavy concentration of 
enemy mortar, artillery, and small arms fire.

After taking the troop’s objective and while making preparations for a defense, he 
discovered a nest of Japanese pillboxes and foxholes to the right front. Preceding 
his men by at least 10 feet, Lieutenant Knight immediately led an attack.

Single-handed he knocked out two enemy pillboxes and killed the occupants of 
several foxholes. While attempting to knock out a third pillbox he was struck and 
blinded by an enemy grenade. Although unable to see, he rallied his platoon and 
continued forward in the assault on the remaining pillboxes.

Before the task was completed, he fell mortally wounded. Lieutenant Knight’s gal-
lantry and intrepidity were responsible for the successful elimination of most of the 
Japanese positions and served as an inspiration to the officers and men of his troop.



SP4 Robert Law
Rangers

Specialist Four Robert D. Law, United States Army, distinguished himself at the cost 
of his own life above and beyond the call of duty on 22 February 1969 while serving 
with I Company (Ranger), 75th Infantry, in the Republic of Vietnam.

While on a long-range reconnaissance patrol in Tinh Phuoc Thanh Province, Special-
ist Law and five comrades made contact with a small enemy patrol. As the opposing 
elements exchanged intense fire, he maneuvered to a perilously exposed position 
flanking his comrades and began placing suppressive fire on the hostile troops.

Although his team was hindered by a low supply of ammunition and suffered from 
an unidentified irritating gas in the air, Specialist Law’s spirited defense and challeng-
ing counterassault rallied his fellow soldiers against the well-equipped hostile troops.

When an enemy grenade landed in his team’s position, Specialist Law, instead of 
diving into the safety of a stream behind him, threw himself on the grenade to save 
the lives of his comrades. Specialist Four Law’s extraordinary courage and profound 
concern for his fellow soldiers were in keeping with the highest traditions of the mili-
tary service and reflect great credit on himself, his unit and the United States Army.



SFC Gary Littrell
Rangers

Sergeant First Class Gary L. Littrell, United States Army, United States Military As-
sistance Command, Vietnam, Advisory Team 21, distinguished himself during the 
period April 4 to 8, 1970 while serving as a Light Weapons Infantry Advisor with the 
23rd Battalion, 2nd Ranger Group, Republic of Vietnam Army, near Dak Seang in 
Kontum Province, Republic of Vietnam.

After establishing a defensive perimeter on a hill on April 4, the battalion was 
subjected to an intense enemy mortar attack which killed the Vietnamese com-
mander, one advisor, and seriously wounded all the advisors except Sergeant 
Littrell. During the ensuing four days, Sergeant Littrell exhibited near superhuman 
endurance and conspicuous gallantry as he singlehandedly bolstered the besieged 
battalion. Repeatedly abandoning positions of relative safety, he directed artillery 
and air support by day and marked the unit’s location by night, despite the heavy, 
concentrated enemy fire.

His dauntless will instilled in the men of the 23rd Battalion a deep desire to resist. 
Assault after assault was repulsed as the battalion responded to the extraordinary 
leadership and personal example exhibited by Sergeant Littrell as he continuously 
moved to those points most seriously threatened by the enemy, redistributed am-
munition, strengthened faltering defenses, cared for the wounded and shouted en-
couragement to the Vietnamese in their own language.

When the beleaguered battalion was finally ordered to withdraw, numerous am-
bushes were encountered. Sergeant Littrell repeatedly prevented widespread disor-
der by directing air strikes to within 50 meters of their position. Through his indomi-
table courage and complete disregard for his safety, he averted excessive loss of life 
and injury to the members of the battalion.

The sustained extraordinary courage and selflessness displayed by Sergeant 
Littrell over an extended period of time were in keeping with the highest traditions 
of the military service and reflect great credit on him and the United States Army.



SSG Franklin Miller
Special Forces

Staff Sergeant Franklin D. Miller, United States Army, distinguished himself on 5 Jan-
uary 1970 while serving as team leader with the 5th Special Forces Group, 1st Special 
Forces, on an American-Vietnamese long-range reconnaissance patrol operating deep 
within enemy-controlled territory in Kontum Province, Republic of Vietnam. Leaving 
the helicopter insertion point, the patrol moved forward on its mission. Suddenly one 
of the team members tripped a hostile booby trap which wounded four soldiers.

Sergeant Miller, knowing that the explosion could alert the enemy, quickly admin-
istered first aid to the wounded and directed the team into positions across a small 
stream bed at the base of a steep hill. Within a few minutes, Sergeant Miller saw the lead 
element of what he estimated to be a platoon-size enemy moving toward his location.

Concerned for the safety of his men, he directed the small team to move up the 
hill to a more secure position. He remained alone, separated from the patrol, to 
meet the attack. Sergeant Miller single-handedly repulsed two determined attacks 
by the numerically superior enemy force and caused them to withdraw in disorder.

He rejoined his team, established contact with a forward air controller and ar-
ranged the evacuation of his patrol. However, the only suitable extraction location 
in the heavy jungle was a bomb crater some 150 meters from the team location. 
Sergeant Miller reconnoitered the route to the crater and led his men through the 
enemy-controlled jungle to the extraction site.

As the evacuation helicopter hovered over the crater to pick up the patrol, the 
enemy launched a savage automatic weapon and rocket-propelled grenade attack 
against the beleaguered team, driving off the rescue helicopter. Sergeant Miller led 
the team in a valiant defense which drove back the enemy in its attempt to overrun 
the small patrol.

Although seriously wounded and with every man in his patrol a casualty, Sergeant 
Miller moved the patrol to a more protected position. He then moved forward to 
again single-handedly meet the hostile attackers. From his forward exposed posi-
tion, Sergeant Miller gallantly repelled two attacks by the enemy before a friendly 
relief force reached the patrol location.

Sergeant Miller’s conspicuous gallantry, intrepidity in action, and selfless devo-
tion to the welfare of his comrades at the risk of his life above and beyond the call 
of duty are in keeping with the highest traditions of the military service and reflect 
great credit on him, his unit, and the United States Army.



SSG Robert Miller
Special Forces

Staff Sergeant Robert J. Miller, distinguished himself by extraordinary acts of heroism 
while serving as the Weapons Sergeant in Special Forces Operational Detachment  
Alpha 3312, Special Operations Task Force-33, Combined Joint Special Operations 
Task Force-Afghanistan during combat operations against an armed enemy in Konar 
Province, Afghanistan on January 25, 2008.

While conducting a combat reconnaissance patrol through the Gowardesh Valley, 
Staff Sergeant Miller and his small element of U.S. and Afghan National Army sol-
diers engaged a force of 15 to 20 insurgents occupying prepared fighting positions. 
Staff Sergeant Miller initiated the assault by engaging the enemy positions with his 
vehicle’s turret-mounted Mark-19 40 millimeter automatic grenade launcher while 
simultaneously providing detailed descriptions of the enemy positions to his com-
mand, enabling effective, accurate close air support.

Following the engagement, Staff Sergeant Miller led a small squad forward to 
conduct a battle damage assessment. As the group neared the small, steep, narrow 
valley that the enemy had inhabited, a large, well-coordinated insurgent force initi-
ated a near ambush, assaulting from elevated positions with ample cover. Exposed 
and with little available cover, the patrol was totally vulnerable to enemy rocket 
propelled grenades and automatic weapon fire. As point man, Staff Sergeant  
Miller was at the front of the patrol, cut off from supporting elements, and less  
than 20 meters from enemy forces.

Nonetheless, with total disregard for his own safety, he called for his men to quickly 
move back to covered positions as he charged the enemy over exposed ground and 
under overwhelming enemy fire in order to provide protective fire for his team. While 
maneuvering to engage the enemy, Staff Sergeant Miller was shot in his upper torso. 
Ignoring the wound, he continued to push the fight, moving to draw fire from over 
one hundred enemy fighters upon himself. He then again charged forward through 
an open area in order to allow his teammates to safely reach cover.

After killing at least 10 insurgents, wounding dozens more, and repeatedly exposing 
himself to withering enemy fire while moving from position to position, Staff Sergeant 
Miller was mortally wounded by enemy fire. His extraordinary valor ultimately saved 
the lives of seven members of his own team and 15 Afghanistan National Army soldiers.

Staff Sergeant Miller’s heroism and selflessness above and beyond the call of 
duty, and at the cost of his own life, are in keeping with the highest traditions of 
military service and reflect great credit upon himself and the United States Army.



SSG Melvin Morris
Special Forces

Staff Sergeant Melvin Morris distinguished himself by acts of gallantry and intrepid-
ity above and beyond the call of duty while serving as Commander of a Strike Force 
drawn from Company D, 5th Special Forces Group (Airborne), 1st Special Forces, 
during combat operations against an armed enemy in the vicinity of Chi Lang,  
Republic of Vietnam on September 17, 1969.

On that afternoon, Staff Sergeant Morris’ affiliated companies encountered an 
extensive enemy mine field and were subsequently engaged by a hostile force. Staff 
Sergeant Morris learned by radio that a fellow team commander had been killed 
near an enemy bunker and he immediately reorganized his men into an effective 
assault posture before advancing forward and splitting off with two men to recover 
the team commander’s body. Observing the maneuver, the hostile force concentrat-
ed its fire on Staff Sergeant Morris’ three-man element and successfully wounded 
both men accompanying him.

After assisting the two wounded men back to his forces’ lines, Staff Sergeant  
Morris charged forward into withering enemy fire with only his men’s suppressive 
fire as cover. While enemy machine gun emplacements continuously directed straf-
ing fusillades against him, Staff Sergeant Morris destroyed the positions with hand 
grenades and continued his assault, ultimately eliminating four bunkers.

Upon reaching the bunker nearest the fallen team commander, Staff Sergeant 
Morris repulsed the enemy, retrieved his comrade and began the arduous trek  
back to friendly lines. He was wounded three times as he struggled forward, but  
ultimately succeeded in returning his fallen comrade to a friendly position.

Staff Sergeant Morris’ extraordinary heroism and selflessness above and beyond 
the call of duty are in keeping with the highest traditions of military service and  
reflect great credit upon himself, his unit, and the United States Army.
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