
SFC Randall Shughart
Special Forces

Sergeant First Class Randall D. Shughart, United States Army, distinguished himself 
by actions above and beyond the call of duty on 3 October 1993, while serving as a 
Sniper Team Member, United States Army Special Operations Command with Task 
Force Ranger in Mogadishu, Somalia.

Sergeant First Class Shughart provided precision sniper fires from the lead helicopter 
during an assault on a building and at two helicopter crash sites, while subjected to in-
tense automatic weapons and rocket propelled grenade fires. While providing critical 
suppressive fires at the second crash site, Sergeant First Class Shughart and his team 
leader learned that ground forces were not immediately available to secure the site.

Sergeant First Class Shughart and his team leader unhesitatingly volunteered 
to be inserted to protect the four critically wounded personnel, despite being well 
aware of the growing number of enemy personnel closing in on the site.

After their third request to be inserted, Sergeant First Class Shughart and his 
team leader received permission to perform this volunteer mission. When debris 
and enemy ground fires at the site caused them to abort the first attempt, Sergeant 
First Class Shughart and his team leader were inserted one hundred meters south of 
the crash site.

Equipped with only his sniper rifle and a pistol, Sergeant First Class Shughart and 
his team leader, while under intense small arms fire from the enemy, fought their way 
through a dense maze of shanties and shacks to reach the critically injured crew members.

Sergeant First Class Shughart pulled the pilot and the other crew members from 
the aircraft, establishing a perimeter which placed him and his fellow sniper in the 
most vulnerable position. Sergeant First Class Shughart used his long range rifle 
and side arm to kill an undetermined number of attackers while traveling the pe-
rimeter, protecting the downed crew.

Sergeant First Class Shughart continued his protective fire until he depleted his 
ammunition and was fatally wounded. His actions saved the pilot’s life. Sergeant 
First Class Shughart’s extraordinary heroism and devotion to duty were in keeping 
with the highest standards of military service, and reflect great credit upon him, his 
unit, and the United States Army.



SSG Ronald Shurer II
Special Forces

Staff Sergeant Ronald J. Shurer II distinguished himself by acts of gallantry and intre-
pidity above and beyond the call of duty on April 6, 2008, while serving as a Senior 
Medical Sergeant, Special Forces Operational Detachment Alpha 3336, Special  
Operations Task Force-33, in support of Operation Enduring Freedom.

Staff Sergeant Shurer was part of an assault element inserted by helicopter into a 
location in Afghanistan. As the assault element moved up a near vertical mountain 
toward its objective, it was engaged by fierce enemy machine gun, sniper, and  
rocket-propelled grenade fire.

The lead portion of the assault element, which included the ground commander, 
sustained several casualties and became pinned down on the mountainside. Staff 
Sergeant Shurer and the rest of the trailing portion of the assault element, were like-
wise engaged by enemy machine gun, sniper, and rocket-propelled grenade fire.

As the attack intensified, he braved enemy fire to move to an injured soldier and 
treat his wounds. Having stabilized the soldier, he then learned of the casualties 
among the lead element.

Staff Sergeant Shurer fought his way up the mountainside, under intense enemy 
fire, to the lead element’s location. Upon reaching the lead element, he treated and 
stabilized two more soldiers.

Finishing those lifesaving efforts, he noticed two additional severely wounded  
soldiers under intense enemy fire. The bullet that had wounded one of these soldiers 

had also impacted Staff Sergeant Shurer’s helmet.
With complete disregard for his own life, Staff Sergeant Shurer again moved 

through enemy fire to treat and stabilize one soldier’s severely wounded arm. Shortly 
thereafter, he continued to brave withering enemy fire to get to the other soldier’s 
location in order to treat his lower leg, which had been almost completely severed by 
a high-caliber sniper round.

After treating the soldier, Staff Sergeant Shurer began to evacuate the wounded, 
carrying and lowering them down the sheer mountainside.

While moving down the mountain, he used his own body to shield the wounded 
from enemy fire and debris caused by danger-close air strikes.

Reaching the base of the mountain, Staff Sergeant Shurer set up a casualty collec-
tion point and continued to treat the wounded. With the arrival of the medical evac-
uation helicopter, Staff Sergeant Shurer, again under enemy fire, helped load the 
wounded into the helicopter.

Having ensured the safety of the wounded, he then regained control of his commando 
squad and rejoined the fight. He continued to lead his troops and emplace security ele-
ments until it was time to remove to the evacuation landing zone for t he helicopter.

Staff Sergeant Shurer’s actions are in keeping with the finest traditions of military 
service and reflect great credit upon himself, Combined Joint Special Operations Task 
Force-Afghanistan, Special Operations Command Central, and the United States Army.



1LT George Sisler
Special Forces

First Lieutenant George K. Sisler, Army Intelligence and Security, United States 
Army, Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 5th Special Forces Group (Air-
borne), 1st Special Forces, distinguished himself by conspicuous gallantry and intre-
pidity at the risk of life above and beyond the call of duty in the Republic of Vietnam 
on 7 February 1967.

Lieutenant Sisler was the platoon leader/advisor to a special United States/Viet-
nam exploitation force. While on patrol deep within enemy dominated territory, 
Lieutenant Sisler’s platoon was attacked from three sides by a company-sized en-
emy force. Lieutenant Sisler quickly rallied his men, deployed them to a better de-
fensive position, called for air strikes, and moved among his men to encourage and 
direct their efforts.

Learning that two men had been wounded and were unable to pull back to the pe-
rimeter, Lieutenant Sisler charged from the position through intense enemy fire to as-
sist them. He reached the men and began carrying one of them back to the perimeter, 
when he was taken under more intensive automatic weapons fire by the enemy.

Laying down his wounded comrade, he killed three onrushing enemy soldiers by 
firing his rifle and silenced the enemy machinegun with a grenade. As he returned 
the wounded man to the perimeter, the left flank of the position came under ex-
tremely heavy attack by the superior enemy force and several additional men of his 
platoon were quickly wounded.

Realizing the need for instant action to prevent his position from being overrun, 
Lieutenant Sisler picked up some grenades and charged single-handedly into the 
enemy onslaught, firing his weapon and throwing grenades. This singularly heroic 
action broke up the vicious assault and forced the enemy to begin withdrawing.

Despite the continuing enemy fire, Lieutenant Sisler was moving about the bat-
tlefield directing air strikes upon the fleeing force when he fell mortally wound-
ed. His extraordinary leadership, infinite courage, and selfless concern for his men 
saved the lives of a number of his comrades. His actions reflect great credit upon 
himself and uphold the highest traditions of the military service.



1LT Charles Williams
Special Forces

First Lieutenant Charles Q. Williams (then Second Lieutenant), Infantry, distinguished 
himself by conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his own life above and 
beyond the call of duty while defending the Special Forces Camp at Dong Xoai, Re-
public of Vietnam, against a violent attack by hostile forces that lasted for fourteen 
hours, June 9 to 10, 1965.

Lieutenant Williams was serving as Executive Officer of a Special Forces Detach-
ment when an estimated Vietcong reinforced regiment struck the Camp and threat-
ened to overrun it and the adjacent District Headquarters. He awoke personnel, orga-
nized them, determined the source of the insurgents’ main effort and led the troops 
to their defensive positions on the south and west walls.

Then, after running to the District Headquarters to establish communications, he 
found that there was no radio operational with which to communicate with his com-
manding officer in another compound. To reach the other compound, he traveled 
through darkness but was halted in this effort by a combination of shrapnel in his 
right leg and the increase of the Vietcong gunfire.

Ignoring his wound, he returned to the District Headquarters and directed the de-
fense against the first assault. As the insurgents attempted to scale the walls and as 
some of the Vietnamese defenders began to retreat, he dashed through a barrage of 
gunfire, succeeded in rallying these defenders, and led them back to their positions.

Although wounded in the thigh and left leg during this gallant action, he returned 
to his position and, upon being told that communications were reestablished and 
that his commanding officer was seriously wounded, Lieutenant Williams took charge 
of actions in both compounds.

Then, in an attempt to reach the communications bunker, he sustained wounds in 
the stomach and right arm from grenade fragments. As the defensive positions on 
the walls had been held for hours and casualties were mounting, he ordered the con-
solidation of the American personnel from both compounds to establish a defense in 
the District building.

After radio contact was made with a friendly air controller, he disregarded his 

wounds and directed the defense from the District building, using descending flares 
as reference points to adjust air strikes. By his courage, he inspired his team to hold 
out against the insurgent force that was closing in on them and throwing grenades 
into the windows of the building.

As daylight arrived and the Vietcong continued to besiege the stronghold, firing a 
machine gun directly south of the District building, he was determined to eliminate 
this menace that threatened the lives of his men. Taking a 3.5 rocket launcher and a 
volunteer to load it, he worked his way across open terrain, reached the berm south 
of the District Headquarters, and took aim at the Vietcong machine gun one hundred 
and fifty meters away.

Although the sight was faulty, he succeeded in hitting the machine gun. While he and 
the loader were trying to return to the District Headquarters, they were both wounded. 
With a fourth wound, this time in the right arm and leg, and realizing he was unable to 
carry his wounded comrade back to the District building, Lieutenant Williams pulled 
him to a covered position and then made his way back to the District building, where 
he sought the help of others who went out and evacuated the injured soldier.

Although seriously wounded and tired, he continued to direct the air strikes closer 
to the defensive position. As morning turned to afternoon and the Vietcong pressed 
their effort with direct recoilless rifle fire into the building, he ordered the evacuation 
of the seriously wounded to the safety of the communications bunker.

When informed that helicopters would attempt to land as the hostile gunfire had abated, 
he led his team from the building to the artillery position, making certain of the timely evac-
uation of the wounded from the communications area, and then on to the pickup point. 
Despite resurgent Vietcong gunfire, he directed the rapid evacuation of all personnel.

Throughout the, long battle, he was undaunted by the vicious Vietcong assault and 
inspired the defenders in decimating the determined insurgents. Lieutenant Williams’ 
conspicuous gallantry, extraordinary heroism, and intrepidity at the risk of his life 
above and beyond the call of duty are in the highest traditions of the United States 
Army and reflect great credit upon himself and the Armed Forces of his country.



SGT Matthew Williams
Special Forces

Sergeant Matthew O. Williams distinguished himself by acts of gallantry and intre-
pidity above and beyond the call of duty on April 6, 2008, while serving as a Weapons 
Sergeant, Special Forces Operational Detachment Alpha 3336, Special Operations 
Task Force-33, in support of Operation ENDURING FREEDOM.

Sergeant Williams was part of an assault element inserted by helicopter into a location 
in Afghanistan. As the assault element was moving up a mountain toward its objective, it 
was engaged by intense enemy machine gun, sniper, and rocket-propelled grenade fire. 
The lead portion of the assault element, which included the ground commander,  
sustained several casualties and became pinned down on the sheer mountainside.

Sergeant Williams, upon hearing that the lead element had sustained casualties 
and was in danger of being overrun, braved intense enemy fire to lead a counter-at-
tack across a valley of ice-covered boulders and a fast-moving, ice cold, and waist-
deep river. Under withering fire, Sergeant Williams and his local national commandos 
fought up the terraced mountainside to the besieged element.

Arriving at the lead element’s position, Sergeant Williams arrayed his Afghan com-
mandos to provide suppressive fire, which kept the insurgent fighters from overrun-
ning the position. When the Team Sergeant was wounded, Sergeant Williams braved 
enemy fire once again to provide buddy-aid and to move the Team Sergeant down 
the sheer mountainside to the casualty collection point.

Sergeant Williams then fought and climbed his way back up the mountainside to 
help defend the lead assault element that still had several serious casualties in need 
of evacuation. Sergeant Williams directed suppressive fire and exposed himself to  
enemy fire in order to reestablish the team’s critical satellite radio communications. 
He then assisted with moving the wounded down the near-vertical mountainside to 
the casualty collection point. Noting that the collection point was about to be over-
run by enemy fighters, Sergeant Williams led the Afghan commandos in a counter-at-
tack that lasted for several hours.

When helicopters arrived to evacuate the wounded, Sergeant Williams again ex-
posed himself to enemy fire, carrying and loading casualties onto the helicopters 
while continuing to direct commando firepower to suppress numerous insurgent 
positions. His actions enabled the patrol to evacuate wounded and dead comrades 
without further casualties. Sergeant Williams’ complete disregard for his own safety 
and his concern for the safety of his teammates ensured the survival of four critical-
ly wounded soldiers and prevented the lead element of the assault force from being 
overrun by the enemy.

Sergeant Williams’ actions are in keeping with the finest traditions of military service 
and reflect great credit upon himself, Combined Joint Special Operations Task Force-Af-
ghanistan, Special Operations Command Central, and the United States Army.



SGT Gordon Yntema
Special Forces

Sergeant Gordon D. Yntema, United States Army, distinguished himself by conspic-
uous gallantry and intrepidity on 16-18 January 1968 while assigned to Detach-
ment A-431, Company D, 5th Special Forces Group (Airborne), 1st Special Forces, in 
the Republic of Vietnam.

As part of a larger force of civilian irregulars from Camp Cai Cai, he accompanied 
two platoons to a blocking position east of the village of Thong Binh, where they 
became heavily engaged in a small arms firefight with the Viet Cong. Assuming con-
trol of the force when the Vietnamese commander was seriously wounded, he ad-
vanced his troops to within fifty meters of the enemy bunkers.

After a fierce thirty-minute firefight, the enemy forced Sergeant Yntema to with-
draw his men to a trench in order to afford them protection and still perform their 
assigned blocking mission. Under cover of machinegun fire, approximately one 
company of Viet Cong maneuvered into a position which pinned down the friend-
ly platoons from three sides. A dwindling ammunition supply, coupled with a Viet 
Cong mortar barrage which inflicted heavy losses on the exposed friendly troops, 
caused many of the irregulars to withdraw.

Seriously wounded and ordered to withdraw himself, Sergeant Yntema refused to 
leave his fallen comrades. Under withering small arms and machinegun fire, he carried 
the wounded Vietnamese commander and a mortally wounded American Special Forc-
es advisor to a small gully fifty meters away in order to shield them from the enemy fire.

Sergeant Yntema then continued to repulse the attacking Viet Cong attempting 
to overrun his position until, out of ammunition and surrounded, he was offered the 
opportunity to surrender. Refusing, Sergeant Yntema stood his ground, using his 
rifle as a club to fight the approximately fifteen Viet Cong attempting his capture.

His resistance was so fierce that the Viet Cong were forced to shoot in order to 
overcome him. Sergeant Yntema’s personal bravery in the face of insurmountable 
odds and supreme self-sacrifice were in keeping with the highest traditions of the 
military service and reflect the utmost credit upon himself, the 1st Special Forces, 
and the United States Army.



SFC Fred Zabitosky
Special Forces

Sergeant First Class Fred W. Zabitosky (then Staff Sergeant), United States Army, 
distinguished himself by conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity, at the risk of his life, 
above and beyond the call of duty within enemy controlled territory in Laos, on 19 
February 1968, while serving as an assistant team leader of a nine-man Special Forces 
longrange reconnaissance patrol.

Sergeant Zabitosky’s patrol was operating deep within enemy controlled territory 
when they were attacked by a numerically superior North Vietnamese Army Unit. 
Sergeant Zabitosky rallied his team members, deployed them into defensive posi-
tions, and, exposing himself to concentrated enemy automatic weapons fire, direct-
ed their return fire.

Realizing the gravity of the situation, Sergeant Zabitosky ordered his patrol to 
move to a landing zone for helicopter extraction while he covered their withdrawal 
with rifle fire and grenades. Rejoining the patrol under increasing enemy pressure, 
he positioned each man in a tight perimeter defense and continually moved from 
man to man, encouraging them and controlling their defensive fire.

Mainly due to his example, the outnumbered patrol maintained its precarious po-
sition until the arrival of tactical air support and a helicopter extraction team. As the 
rescue helicopters arrived, the determined North Vietnamese pressed their attack.

Sergeant Zabitosky repeatedly exposed himself to their fire to adjust suppressive he-
licopter gunship fire around the landing zone. After boarding one of the rescue helicop-
ters, he positioned himself in the door delivering fire on the enemy as the ship took off.

The helicopter was engulfed in a hail of bullets and Sergeant Zabitosky was 
thrown from the craft as it spun out of control and crashed. Recovering conscious-
ness, he ignored his extremely painful injuries and moved to the flaming wreck-
age. Heedless of the danger of exploding ordnance and fuel, he pulled the severely 
wounded pilot from the searing blaze and made repeated attempts to rescue his 
patrol members, but was driven back by the intense heat.

Despite his own serious burns and crushed ribs, he carried and dragged the un-
conscious pilot through a curtain of enemy fire to within ten feet of a hovering res-
cue helicopter before collapsing. Sergeant Zabitosky’s extraordinary heroism and 
devotion to duty were in keeping with the highest traditions of the military service 
and reflect great credit upon himself, his unit, and the United States Army.
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